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had consecrated himself— his whole heart was in th*f" service. Preach­
ing Christ was his constant employment, his chief pleasure./ Although his field of 
labour embraced a large territory, which rendered it necessary for him to be con­
stantly in the saddle, yet he never seemed to grow weffiy. It was quite common 
for him, in fulfilling an appointment in some distant/congregation, to rise at mid­
night and start on his journey. His heart went forth in tender sympathy with his 
flock, and the salvation of souls was the one idofC, the single object, of his min­
istry. His preaching was characterized by gpSat simplicity and directness. No 
one could plead more earnestly with sinners Jor present more comforting truths to 
the distressed, or awaken in the hearts of believers a greater hungering and thirst­
ing after righteousness, than he. A nd his warm and glowing words, his manner, 
tones of voice, attitudes, were in entirtykeeping with the solemn service in which 
he was engaged. H e was, as mighy oe expected, eminently successful in guiding 
inquirers and leading the people oWGod to higher attainments in piety; and his 
unwearied Christian activity w ay by the Divine blessing, the means of salvation, 
perhaps, to thousands o f s o u ls ./H is  ministry was attended with many signal effu­
sions of the H oly Spirit, andy&bounded in most remarkable fruits, the result, as it 
seemed, of that intense whole-hearted devotion to the good of his fellow-men and 
the glory of God, which was the crowning excellence of his life. The influence of 
his character is still fely wherever he was known; an impression of moral worth, 
heavenly-m indedness, / i 1 wavering faith and apostolic zeal has been produced upon 
the tablet of the mQmory which time can never efface.




J ohn P eter G oertner, a son of George and Mary Catherine (Westerman; 
Goertner, was bom at Canajoharie, N. Y ., on the 26th of April, 1797. Under 
the care o f  excellent parents, he was trained up, not only to habits of industry, 
but to a deep reverence for religion. From his early childhood he seems to have 
been the subject o f religious impressions, which were gradually matured into a 
sound and healthful Christian experience. Though the neighbourhood in which 
he lived afforded few opportunities of intellectual culture, yet his naturally vigor 
ous mind and intense desire for knowledge overcame the difficulties incident to his 
situation, and put him very early upon a course of successful mental application. 
Some of his early years were spent upon a farm, and, for a short time, he was 
engaged in mercantile pursuits; but, as he became more deeply impressed with the 
spiritual destitution of the land, he could not resist the conviction that it was his 
duty to devote himself to the Christian ministry. Having made his worldly arrange­
ments with reference to this, he left his father’s house on the day that he reached 
his twentieth year, and went to Schenectady, where he entered the Grammar School 
o f Union College, then under the care of that eminent teacher, the Rev. D. H .
* MS. from his brother, Rev. N. W. Goertner.
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go out among his people, he was in the habit o f sending to individuals the publi­
cations of the American Tract Society, writing with his pencil, on the margin of 
the tract, some suitable text of Scripture, or a word of admonition or encourage­
ment. To all who visited him at his home he had some message from the Gospel 
to present, some comforting or instructive truth to offer; and, by his patience and 
meekness, his gentleness and goodness, his beautiful and holy example, he showed 
the sincerity of his principles and the influence of his religion. H e met the final 
summons, not only with quiet submission, but with Christian triumph, bearing the 
most unequivocal testimony to the Redeemer’s all-sustaining power and grace, and 
anticipating with joy  the glorious rest to which death would introduce him. H e 
died on the 17th of April, 1844, in the sixty-second year o f his age. H e was 
buried beside the church edifice at Friends Cove, a large concourse of sorrowing 
friends, in whose grateful hearts he still lived, gathering around his grave to tes­
tify their grief. The solemn occasion was improved by appropriate Discourses by 
the Rev. W . G. Laitzle, o f the Lutheran, and the Rev. J. Ziegler, o f the Ger­
man Reformed, Church.
Mr. Yeager was twice married. His first wife was a widow, by the name of 
Cruse. From this marriage there were two children, one of whom became a 
physician. H e was married, a second time, to Mary Magdalene, the widow of 
Jacob Schaeffer. She survived him several years, and died in April, 1863, in 
the eighty-ninth year of her age.
Mr. Yeager was of medium height, but slender, and rather delicately formed. 
His voice was feeble, but unusually soft and sweet. Perhaps it was this that 
gave origin to the soubriquet of the sweet yreacher o f Bedford, by which he was 
so generally known. His hair was very black and retained its colour to the last. 
H e always wore a white cravat, and a black coat which reached down half way 
below his knees. In  his dress he was neat without being finical.
H e was highly esteemed for his excellent personal qualities. H e was a man 
o f warm and genial spirit, o f an affectionate disposition, and a model o f meekness 
and patience. His heart was as simple and transparent as childhood. N o one ever 
suspected him of a sinister motive or a disingenuous act. A ll who knew him 
loved him. “  H e was the best man,”  writes one, “ I  ever met— so tender and 
lovely and heavenly-minded, that I  scarcely hope to see his like in this world. 
H e was as much like St. John as I  can well conceive. Few men have lived 
who had the power to attract more strongly or to bind more tenderly to his own 
the hearts of warm and loving friends. H e was a father to his people— the old 
rejoiced in him as a friend, the children loved him as a parent, and you could 
often see him walking the streets with a dozen or more hanging around him, some 
having hold of his hands and others of his coat, frisking and playing beneath his 
smiles. No one could know him without loving him. H e was the idol o f his 
family. Any person who wished to see a miniature o f Heaven, had 
only to spend a few days under his hospitable roof. Such simplicity, affection 
and harmony are not often met with in this world.”  H e was an earnest, living 
Christian, illustrating in his own life the power and blessedness of the Gospel, and 
uniting with sincere humility active usefulness— visiting the widow and the father­
less in their affliction, he kept himself unspotted from the world. Kind and con­
siderate in his intercourse, affable and always amiable, the savour of his lovely 
temper rested upon every circle in which he mingled— his example was a regular 
sermon, his presence a continual benediction. H e loved the work to which he
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Barnes. What his standing was in the school may be inferred from the following 
testimony which Mr. Barnes, at a later period, rendered concerning him:— “ I  soon 
found that Mr. Goertner was a young man of unusual strength of character: ere 
long he was the pattern of my school, and the admiration of my acquaintances.”  
While he was an uncommonly diligent and successful student, he wits eminently 
faithful in the keeping of his own heart, and in the discharge o f all his religious 
duties.
In  fifteen months after his admission to the Preparatory Department, he 
entered the Freshman class of Union C ollege; and, during his whole collegiate 
course, was distinguished alike for his rapid progress in study and his exem­
plary Christian deportment. H e graduated in the autumn of 1822.
In  October succeeding his graduation he entered, as a theological student, the 
Hartwiek Seminary, o f which the Bey. Dr. Hazelius was, at that time, Princi­
pal. Here he remained one year, and then removed to the city o f New York, 
with the view o f completing his studies under the direction of the Bev. F. C. 
Schaeffer, D .D ., whom he, in turn, aided in his official duties. Dr. Schaeffer 
writes thus concerning him :— “  H e declared, with all the fervour of pious elo­
quence, the counsel o f God, and gave the most edifying manifestations o f bis 
improvement and promise as a Minister o f the Gospel. Justly did he excite 
warm expectations in the hearts o f many zealous labourers in our Lutheran 
Z ion.”
A t the close o f the winter he was called home by the dangerous illness o f a 
younger brother, and arrived in time to minister to him the consolations o f the 
Gospel and witness his peaceful departure. A  short time before this he had 
followed to the grave two much loved sisters. But, though his heart was deeply 
smitten by these bereavements, occurring in such rapid succession, he was evi­
dently growing in spiritual wisdom in this school o f affliction. About this time 
also some symptoms o f pulmonary disease appeared in himself, which it was 
impossible that he should overlook; but he resolved to go forward to his work 
with whatever o f health and strength might be spared to him, and to hold him­
self in readiness to be withdrawn from it at the will o f his Master.
H e was received as a licentiate o f the New York Ministerium at its meeting 
in 1824. His first official labours were performed on a missionary tour within 
the bounds o f the New York Ministerium. On this tour he visited parts of 
New Jersey, and many o f the W estern and Northern Counties of the State of 
New York, and also many persons, belonging to the Lutheran Church, scattered 
in various parts o f Upper and Lower Canada. H e was engaged on this mis­
sion for one year, and his labours were attended by a rich blessing.
On the 3d of January, 1827, Mr. Goertner was installed as Pastor o f the 
Church in Johnstown, N. Y ., the Bev. Doctors Hazelius and Lintner perform­
ing the services on the occasion. This church he found in an extremely 
depressed state; but, under his faithful and laborious ministry, it very soon 
began to recover itself, and to evince more and more of both activity and spiritu­
ality. Meanwhile, his own heart was greatly refreshed and comforted by the 
manifest blessing of God upon his labours.
But the bright hopes that were formed in respect to his continued usefulness 
here were not destined to be realized. His health soon began very perceptibly 
to fail. Within a few months after he entered upon his labours, it became 
apparent that he was the subject o f a very serious malady; and, in accordance
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with the best medical advice, he determined to intermit his labours, for a season, 
and try the effect o f foreign travel. H e was himself doubtful whether he should 
be spared to return to his congregation; and, in view of this uncertainty, he 
took leave of them in a very pathetic and impressive Discourse from the words,— • 
“  Only let your conversation be as becometh the Gospel o f Christ; that, whether 
I  come and see you, or else be absent, I  may hear o f your affairs, that ye stand 
fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the faith of the Gospel.”  
The Discourse was listened to with the deepest attention and solemnity, as being 
probably the last that would ever be pronounced by the same lips in their hear­
ing. The parting between him and them was characterized by the utmost ten­
derness ; and so deeply was he interested for their spiritual well-being that, on 
his arrival in the city of New York, prior to his embarkation, he addressed to 
them a most affectionate letter, full o f wise and seasonable Christian counsel, 
urging them to recognize the hand of God in the affliction that had overtaken 
them, and to be faithful in the discharge o f all their duties, and especially those 
which their peculiar situation devolved upon them.
Agreeably to his previous arrangements, he sailed from New York in the 
ship Josephine for Belfast, where he arrived safely, though his health, during 
the passage, was very precarious. But neither his bodily infirmities nor the 
perils o f the ocean ever caused his confidence in God to falter for an hour. 
The Diary which he kept during this period shows that he was habitually in a 
happy frame o f feeling, and never failed to recognize God’s gracious Providence 
even in the most common passing events.
After making a short visit in Great Britain, he proceeded to the Continent, 
where he passed a little time at several o f the most important points, and then 
went to spend the winter of 1827-28 at Rome. Here, notwithstanding his great 
physical debility, he was constantly employed in curious investigations, the 
results o f which were published in a series o f Letters in the New York Com­
mercial Advertiser, and attracted great attention.
Mr. Goertner left Rom e on the 28th o f April, 1828, with his health 
apparently somewhat improved, intending to return, with as little delay as 
possible, to his native country. But before he had proceeded far, there was a 
return of his unfavourable symptoms, in view o f which he felt obliged to give up 
all hopes o f recovery. On his arrival in France, being assured that his 
increased prostration was simply the result o f fatigue, he expressed the hope 
that he might at least be able to reach his native land and die among his 
kindred. This desire was mercifully granted to him. H e availed himself of 
an early opportunity to embark for the United States, and, after a long and 
tedious passage, arrived at New York on the 5th of August. H e was imme­
diately taken to the house of his friend and former instructor, the Rev. Dr. 
Schaeffer, and, under the kind attentions which he there received, he soon 
rallied so far as to make a journey to the home o f his youth. H e had so 
much strength as to be able that fall to attend the meeting of Synod; but this 
was the last time that he ever ventured to go any distance from home. After this 
he declined rapidly, and it became manifest to himself and his friends that he 
must soon put off the earthly house of this tabernacle. H e contemplated the 
prospect with calm satisfaction, and showed clearly that he regarded dying as 
nothing less than going home. H is brief career was closed at his father’s house 
in Canajoharie, on the 27th of February, 1829.
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FROM H EN R Y N. POHLMAN, D.D.
A l b a n y , January 17, 1862.
M y dear Sir : I cannot say that I was intimately acquainted with the Rev. 
John P. Goertner, and yet, from the year 182 4  till his death, I was accus­
tomed to see him at meetings of our Synod, and always had more or less of 
pleasant intercourse with him. Besides, I was well acquainted with his 
general standing in the Church, and was a witness to the deep sorrow which 
his early death occasioned. Under these circumstances I  think I need not 
hesitate to attempt a compliance with your request.
Mr. Goertner, from the time that I  first knew him till the close of life, 
always had the appearance of a man in feeble health; and it is probable that 
the malady of which he died was gradually making its inroads upon his con­
stitution during that whole period. He was a tall, well-proportioned man, 
of erect figure, with a dark eye, and a more than ordinary intellectual expression 
of countenance. He was a man of great sincerity and kindliness of spirit, and 
could hardly fail to secure the cordial regards of all who had any intercourse 
with him. It was manifest that he had a natural susceptibility to refinement 
— there was an ease and grace of manner about him, that would have made 
him at home in the most cultivated society in which he could have been 
placed.
He had a vigorous, richly endowed and well balanced mind. He had good 
logical powers and an uncommonly exact and cultivated taste; though I am 
not sure but that his imagination was rather the predominant quality. A s a 
Preacher, he took rank at once among the most popular and the most impres­
sive of his day— indeed, he was uncommonly eloquent. His voice was not 
loud, but it was soft and musical, and peculiarly adapted to the persuasive. 
His manner was simple and natural, hut very earnest and animated. His 
sermons were of a highly evangelical tone, always luminous in thought and 
expression, often characterized by great beauty, and showing the workings of 
a highly gifted mind under the influence of deep religious convictions and 
sensibilities. He was very felicitous in the discharge of his pastoral duties, 
and, though his connection with his people continued hut a few months, he 
accomplished much during that brief period in gaining their affection and con­
fidence, as well as in bringing them to a higher appreciation of the great 
objects of the ministry. Had he lived longer, there is no doubt that he would 
have been eminent in all the positions of usefulness he might have been called 
to occupy.
I remain, as ever,
Yours sincerely,
H ENRY L . POHLMAN.
FROM THE R E Y. GEORGE A . LINTNER, D.D.
S c h o h a r ie , N. Y ., February 18, 1862.
M y dear S ir : M y recollections of the Rev. John P. Goertner are still
fresh, though many years have passed since our pleasant and familiar inter­
course ceased. W e were nearly related to each other, our mothers having 
been sisters; and, from our early youth, and by reason of the similarity of 
our pursuits, we were thrown together in habits of close intimacy. He 
entered Union College shortly after I had graduated, and I was present and 
heard his Oration on the day of the Commencement, which closed his collegiate 
career. Soon afterwards I had an interview with him at my home in 
Schoharie, where, in the mean time, I had settled, which it is impossible that 
I should ever forget. His father was a member of the German Reformed 
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Church ; and, after m y cousin had received his religious impressions, and 
determined to enter the ministry, it was expected that he would 
unite with the same Church with which the family were con­
nected. He came to ask my advice, and told me frankly that, with all his res­
pect and veneration for the Church of his fathers, he had such a regard for 
the character of Luther, and the principles on which the Lutheran (the first 
Protestant) Church was founded, that he felt strongly inclined to connect him­
self with the ministry of that Church, if a door of usefulness could be opened 
for him. I, of course, was gratified by hearing him express a desire to enter 
the ministry, and especially in connection with the denomination to which I 
belonged. I assured him that, in our Church, there were many places open 
for young ministers who were at once qualified and anxious to do their 
Master’s work ; and that I knew of no denomination in which such young 
men could find a more promising field of usefulness than in our own. The 
result of the interview was that he expressed a determination to qualify him­
self for the ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and this determina­
tion he forthwith proceeded to carry out in a regular course of theological 
study.
I was present at his Installation at Johnstown,— his first and only 
charge. On that occasion I addressed him on the duties of the pastoral 
office; and, after the service, we dined at the house of a friend, with a 
number of clergymen whom the occasion had brought together. The Iiev. 
Gilbert Morgan, who was then the Assistant Minister of the Presbyterian 
Church of Johnstown, remarked, in the course of conversation at the table, 
that he was glad the Lutheran Church in their village had fallen into such 
good hands as those of his gifted and devoted young brother, who had just 
been installed over it, and that he expected to see it rise into new life and 
efficiency under his ministrations. Goertner, who received with becoming 
modesty this expression of respect and confidence from an elder brother, 
touched by the delicate and kindly manner in which it was uttered, replied, 
— “ I thank you, my dear Sir, for your fraternal good w ill; but I am sure 
that the Lutheran Church, wherever the Divine blessing attends the promul­
gation of her doctrines and principles, needs not my poor services to give her 
life, and efficiency.”
I preached for him several times during the brief period of his ministry at 
Johnstown. Ilis congregation was composed principally of Germans and 
descendants of Germans, a kind and devoted people, simple in their habits, 
and exhibiting great respect and affection for their minister. On one 
occasion, as I was seated with him in his study, two of the Elders of his 
church came in on some business, which was despatched in their plain way, 
but with marked deference towards their young Pastor. When they had 
left, he turned to me arid said,— “  I fear sometimes that I do not love these 
people as I ought— they show so much attachment, and are so kind and 
teachable, that I can never do enough for them.”
His pastoral career was short; but, during the time that he was permitted 
to labour in the sacred office, he performed its duties with exemplary diligence 
and punctuality. He never was kept from any engagement by any difficulties 
or obstacles not absolutely insuperable. I met him one day at the house of 
my father, on his way to fulfil an appointment to preach in the old church 
of the Indian Castle, in Danube, Herkimer County. It was a very stormy 
day, and the roads were so blocked up by the snow that it was exceedingly 
difficult and even dangerous to travel. I urged him not to go farther, but to 
stop and spend the day. “ But, no,”  said he, “ I must go— the difficulty in 
my way is not half as great as that which Luther had to face on his way to 
W orm s, when he said,— “ I would go, if there were as many Devils in
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W orm s as there are tiles on the house-tops.”  He -went, fulfilled his engage­
ment, and had a few hearers, who were doubtless benefitted by his good 
example and faithful labours.
M y deceased relative and friend was a highly acceptable Preacher. His 
elocution was distinct, and his whole manner earnest, occasionally very 
pathetic, and rising to a high style of pulpit oratory. He was of an ardent 
temperament and possessed great energy of character. I have seen him 
moving forward against the most formidable opposition, rather than yield a 
particle of his honest convictions. He had excellent social qualities and 
always made himself agreeable in any society. He was instructive in con­
versation, pleasing in address, and scrupulously attentive to all the proprieties 
of life. He died before the promising talents and energies with which he 
commenced his ministerial career had had time to be fully developed, but he 
lived long enough to establish a high character in the sacred office, and leave 
a bright example for those who are just entering on that high vocation.
I am, with great respect, sincerely yours,




Christopher  F. B ergman was bom  at Ebenezer, Ga., Japt&iry 7, 1793. 
H e was the only son o f the Rev. John E . Bergman, an cufiRent Lutheran 
clergyman, and was educated exclusively under the care direction of his 
learned and venerable father. The vigilant attention thg#was bestowed upon 
bis spiritual interests was rewarded by his early embracing Christianity in its 
Divine power, and making a public profession o f sMs faith in Christ. Some 
years, however, elapsed after this, before he h a d /w m e d  a definite purpose to 
devote himself to the Christian m inistry; and^fven when he had reached this 
point, his tendencies were, for some time, rather towards the Presbyterian than 
the Lutheran Church, owing to a pretty string sympathy with the distinctive fea­
tures o f Calvinism. His mind, howeyffi’, received a different direction, chiefly 
in consequence o f a conversation wijjjff the Rev. Dr. Bachman, of Charleston,—  
a most gratifying circumstance nc#  only to his father, who was then about closing 
his earthly career, but to his f l i e r ’s congregation, who were earnestly desirous 
that he should become his successor in the pastoral office.
In  accordance with thievish , in which his venerable father heartily concurred, 
Mr. Bergman proceedepto make the requisite preparation for settling over the 
people among whoingflearly his whole life had been passed. A t  the meeting of 
the Synod o f SouRi Carolina and the adjacent States, held in the autumn of 
1824, he app lied  for license to preach, and was, accordingly, solemnly set apart 
to the work M  the ministry, and constituted Pastor o f the church which his 
father had served so long and so well. H e addressed himself to his work with 
great z a n d  alacrity, making it manifest to all that the salvation of the souls 
committed to him was the all engrossing concern of his life. H e laboured in 
season and out o f season, making the most o f every day and every hour, as if 
it had already been revealed to him how brief his career was to be. It was not 
l/n g  before it was found that consumption was preying upon his system, and
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M.emorandum
fnr Alumni Office FR O M  F. L . Carroll, M.D
Enclosed is a brief biography of John Peter Goertner who was the great 
uncle of the late Fredrick M. Geortner, husband of my recently deceased 
sister. Hie enclosed biography is a copy of one attached to a painting 
of the subject which my sister willed to the Geortner descendants.
I am passing it on to your office as per the suggestion of President Martin.
F. L. C.





A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W  
C A N A J O H A R I E ,  N.  Y.
John Peter Goertner, a son of George and Mary Catherine 
(Westerman) Goertner, was b o m  at Canajoharie, N. Y., on the 26th 
day of April, 1797* Under the care of excellent parents, he was 
trained up, not only to habits of industry, but to a deep revnrencfc 
for religion* Prom his early childhood he seems to have been the 
subject of religious impressions, which were gradually matured 
into a sound and healthful Christian experience. Though the neigh­
borhood in which he lived afforded few opportunities of intellec­
tual culture, yet hi© naturally vigorous mind and Intense desire 
for knowledge overcame the difficulties incident to his situation, 
and put him very early upon a course of successful mental appli­
cation. Some of his early years were spent upon a farm, and, for 
a short time, he was engaged in mercantile pursuits; but, as he 
became more deeply impressed with the spiritual destitution of 
the land, he could not resist the conviction that it was his duty 
to devote himself to the Christian ministry. Having made his 
worldly arrangements with reference to this, he left his father*s 
house on the day that he reached his twentieth year, and went to 
Schenectady, where he entered the Grammar School of Union College, 
then under the care of that eminent teacher, the Rev. D. H.
Barnes. What his standing was in the school may be inferred from 
the following testimony which Mr. Barnes, at a later period, 
rendered concerning him: ”1 soon found that Mr. Goertner was a 
young man of unusual strength of character; ere long he was the 
pattern of my school, and the admiration of my acquaintances.” 
While he was an uncommonly diligent and successful student, he 
was eminently faithful in the keeping of his own heart, and in 
the discharge of all his religious duties.
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In fifteen months after his admission to the Preparatory 
Department, he entered the Freshman class of Union College; and, 
during his whole collegiate course, was distinguished alike for 
his rapid progress in study and his exemplary Christian deportment 
He graduated in the autumn of 1822*
Xn October succeeding his graduation he entered, as a 
theological sutdont, the Hartwick Seminary, of which the Rev. Dr. 
Hazelius was, at that time, Principal. Here he remained one year, 
and then removed to the city of Hew York, with the view of complet­
ing his studies under the direction of the Rev. F. C. Schaeffer, 
D»D*, whom he, in turn, aided in his official duties. Dr.
Schaeffer writes thus concerning him:--JtHe declared, with all the 
fervour of pious eloquence, the counsel of God, and gave the most 
edifying manifestations of his improvement and promise as a Mini­
ster of the Gospel. Justly did he excite warm expectations in 
the hearts of many zealous labourers in our Lutheran Zion.M
At the close of the winter he was called home by the 
dangerous illness of a younger brother, and arrived in time to 
minister to him the consolations of the Gospel and witness his 
peaceful departure. A short time before this he had followed to 
the grave two much loved sisters. But, though his heart was deep­
ly smitten by these bereavements, oceuring in such rapid succession 
he was evidently growing in spiritual wisdom in this school of 
affliction. About this time also some symptoms of pulmonary 
disease appeared in himself, which it was impossible that he 
should overlook; but he resolved to go forward to his work with
whatever of health and strength might be spared to him, and to
hold h im self in readiness tobe withdrawn from it at the will of his Master.
Vbrower a Mackenzie
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He was received as a licentiate of the Mew York 
Ministerium at its meting in 1324, His first official labours 
were performed on a missionary tour within the bounds of the Hew 
York Ministerium. On this tour he visited parts of New Jersey, and 
many of the Western and Northern Counties of the State of New York, 
and also many persons, belonging to the Lutheran Church, scattered 
in various parts of Upper and Lower Canada, He was engaged on this 
mission for one year, and his labours were attended by a rich 
blessing.
On the 3rd of January, 1327, Mr. Goertner was installed 
as Pastor of the Church in Johnstown, N. Y., the Bev. Doctors 
Hazelius and Llntner performing the services on the occasion.
This church he found In an extremely depressed state; but, under 
his faithful and laborious ministry, it very soon began to recover 
itself, and to evince more and more of both activity and spiritua­
lity. Meanwhile, his own heart was greatly refreshed and com­
forted by the manifest blessing of God upon his labours.
But the bright hopes that were formed in respect to his 
continued usefulness here were not destined to be realized. His 
health soon began very perceptibly to fail. Within a few months 
after he entered upon his labours, it became apparent that he was 
the subject of a very serious malady; and, in accordance with the 
best medical advice, he determined to intermit his labours, for 
a season, and try the effect of foreign travel. He was himself 
doubtful whether he should be spared to return to his congregation; 
and in view of this uncertainty, he took leave of them in a very 
pathetic and impressive Discourse from the words,—  "Only let your 
conversation be as becometh the Gospel of Christ; that, whether I
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come and see you, or else be absent, X may hear of your affairs, 
that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel*** The Discourse was listened to with 
the deepest attention and solemnity, as being probably the last 
that would ever be pronounced by the same lips in their hearing. 
The parting between him and them was characterized by the utmost 
tenderness; and so deeply was he interested for their spiritual 
well-being that, on his arrival in the city of New York, prior to 
his embarkation, he addressed to them a most affectionate letter, 
full of wise and seasonable Christian counsel, urging them to 
recognize the hand of God in the affliction that had overtaken 
them, and to be faithful in the discharge of all their duties, 
and especially those which their peculiar situation devolved upon 
them.
Agreeably to his previous arrangements, he sailed from 
New York in the ship Josephine for Belfast, where he arrived 
safely, though his health, during the passage, was vejy precarious. 
But neither his bodily infirmities nor the perils of the ocean 
ever caused his confidence in God to falter for an hour. The 
Diary which he kept during this period shows that he was habitually 
in a happy frame of feeling, and never failed to recognize God's 
gracious Providence even in the most common passing events.
After making a short visit in Great Britain, he pro­
ceeded to the Continent, where he passed a little time at several 
of the most important points, and then went to spend tne winter 
of 1827-28 at Rome* Here, notwithstanding his great physical 
debility, he was constantly employed in curious investigations, 
the results of which were published in a series of letters in the
o o r :  _
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New York Commercial Advertiser, and attracted great attention.
Mr. Goertner left Home on the 28th day of April, 1828, 
with his health apparently somewhat improved, intending to return, 
with as little delay as possible, to his native country. But 
before he had proceeded far, there was a return of his unfavoura­
ble symptoms, in view of which he felt obliged to give up all 
hopes of recovery. On his arrival in France, being assured that 
his increased prostration was simply the result of fatigue, he 
expressed the hope that he might at least be able to reach his 
native land and die among his kindred. This desire was merci­
fully granted to him. He availed himself of an early opportunity 
to embark for the United States, and, after a long and tedious 
passage, arrived at New York on the 5th of August. He was 
immediately taken to the house of his friend and former instructor, 
the HeVo Dr. Schaeffer, and, under the kind attentions which he 
there received, he soon rallied so far as to make a journey to 
the home of his youth. He had so much strength as to be able that 
fall to attend the meeting of Synod; but this was the last time 
that he ever ventured to go any distance from home. After this, 
he declined rapidly, and it became manifest to himself and his
friends that he must soon put off the earthly house of this taber­
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showed clearly that he regarded dying as nothing less than going 
home. His brief career was closed at his father's house in 
Canajoharie, on the 27th of February, 1829.
CLASS OF 1822
JOHL PETER GOERPEER
John Peter Goertner, a son of George and Uary Catherine 
(V/esterman) Goertner, was horn at Canajoharie, II. Y . ,  
on the 26th of A p r il ,  1797 . Under the oare o f  ex­
ce llen t  parents, he was trained up, not only to  habits 
o f  industry , but to a deep reverence fo r  r e l ig io n .
From h is  early childhood he seems to  have been the 
su b ject o f  r e lig iou s  impressions, which were grad­
u a lly  matured into a sound and h ea lth fu l Christian 
experience. Though the neighborhood in  which he 
l ived  a fforded  few opportun ities  o f  in t e l le c t u a l  
cu ltu re , yet h is  n atura lly  vigorous mind and intense 
desire  fo r  knowledge overcame the d i f f i c u l t i e s  in ­
cident to  h is  s itu a t io n , and put him very early  upon 
a course o f  su ccess fu l  mental a p p l ic a t io n .  Some of 
his early  years were spent upon a farm, and, fo r  
a short time, he was engaged in mercantile pursu its ; 
but, as he became more deeply impressed with the 
s p ir i tu a l  d e s t itu t io n  o f  the land, he cou ld  not re ­
s i s t  the co n v ic t io n  that i t  v/as h is  duty to devote 
h im self to  the Christian  m in istry . Having made his 
worldly arrangements with reference  to  th is ,  he l e f t  
h is  fa th e r 's  house on the day that he reached his 
tw entieth  year, and went t o  Schenectady, where he 
entered the Grammar School o f  Union C ollege , then 
under the care o f  that eminent teacher, the  Rev. D.
H. Barnes. A hat h is  standing was in  the  schoo l may 
be in ferred  from the fo l low in g  testimony which Hr.
Barnes, at a la te r  p er iod , rendered concerning him:
,!I soon found that Ur. Goertner was a young man o f  
unusual strength  o f  character; ere long he w^s the 
pattern o f  my s ch oo l ,  and the admiration o f  my 
acquaintances•" While he was an uncommonly d il ig e n t  
and su ccess fu l  student, he was eminently fa i t h fu l  
in the keeping o f  h is  own heart, and in the d i s ­
charge o f  a l l  h is  r e l ig io u s  d u t ies .
In f i f t e e n  months a f t e r  h is  admission to  the 
Preparatory Department , he entered the Freshman 
c la ss  o f Union C ollege ; and, during h is  whole c o l l e g ­
iate  course, was d istinguished a like  fo r  h is  rapid 
progress in study and h is  exemplary Christian  de­
portment. He graduated in  the autumn o f  1822.
In October succeeding h is  graduation he entered, 
as a th e o lo g ic a l  student, the Hartwick seminary, o f  
which the Rev. Dr. Haselius was, a t  that t in e .  Prin­
c ip a l .  Here he remained one year, and then removed
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to the c i t y  o f  Hew York, with the view  o f  complet­
ing h is  studies under the d ire c t io n  o f  the Rev. F .
C. S chaeffer, D.D., whom he, in turn, aided in h is 
o f f i c i a l  d u t ie s . Dr. Schaeffer writes thus concern­
ing him: — r,He declared , -with a l l  the fervour o f  pious 
eloquence, the counsel o f  God, and gave the most 
ed ify ing  m anifestations o f  h is improvement and promise 
as a Llinister o f  the Gospel. Justly  did he ex c ite  
warm expectations in  the hearts o f  many zealous 
labourers in  our Lutheran S ion .”
At the c lose  o f  the winter he was c a l le d  home by 
the dangerous i l ln e s s  o f  a younger brother , and arr ived  
in time to  m inister to him the consolations  o f  the 
Gospel and witness h is  peaceful departure. A short 
time before th is he had follow ed to  the grave tv/o 
much loved s i s t e r s .  But, though h is  heart was deep­
ly  smitten by th ese  bereavements, occuring in such 
rapid su ccess ion , he was evidently  growing in s p i r i t ­
ual wisdom in  th is  schoo l o f  a f f l i c t i o n .  About t h is  
time also some symptoms o f  pulmonary disease appear­
ed in h im se lf ,  vhich i t  was im possible that he should 
overlook; but he reso lved  to go forward to  h is  work 
with whatever o f  health and strength  might be spared 
to him, and to hold himself in readiness to be with­
drawn from it  at the w i l l  o f  h is  Master.
He was received  as a l i c e n t ia t e  o f  the Lew York 
Ministerium a t  i t s  meeting in 1824. His f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  
labours were performed on a missionary tour within 
the bounds o f  the Hew York Minis te r  ium. On th is  tour 
he v i s i t e d  parts o f  ITew Jersey, and many o f  the West­
ern and northern Counties o f  the State o f  ITew York, 
and also many persons, belonging to the Lutheran 
Church, scattered  in various parts o f  Upper and Lower 
Canada. He was engaged on th is  mission f o r  one year, 
and his labours were attended by a r i c h  b le s s in g .
On the Sd o f  January, 1827, Hr. Goertner was in ­
s ta l le d  as Pastor o f  th e  Church in Johnstown, IT. Y .,  
the Rev. Doctors Hazelius and Lintner performing the 
serv ices  on the o cca s ion . This church he found in 
an extremely depressed s ta te ;  but, under h is  f a i t h fu l  
and laborious m in istry , i t  very soon began to  recover 
i t s e l f ,  and to evince more and more o f  both a c t iv i t y  
and s p i r i t u a l i t y .  Meanwhile, h is  own heart was great­
ly  refreshed and comforted by the manifest b less in g  o f  
God upon h is  labours.
But the bright hopes that were formed in respect 
to h is  continued usefulness here wrere not destined to  
be r e a l iz e d .  His health soon began very  p ercep tib ly
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to  f a i l .  V/ithin a few months a f t e r  he entered upon 
h is  labours, i t  became apparent that he was the sub ject 
o f  a very ser iou s  malady; and, in accordance with the 
best medical a d v ice , he determined to  interm it h is 
labours, fo r  a season, and t r y  the e f f e c t  o f  fo re ig n  
t r a v e l .  He was h im self  doubtful wh.ether he should 
be spared t o  return to h is  congregation; and, in vie?/ 
o f  th is  uncerta inty , he took leave o f  them in  a very 
path et ic  and impressive Discourse from the w ords,— 
"Only le t  your conversation  be as becometh the Gospel 
o f  Christ; th a t ,  Y/hether I come and see you, or e lse  
be absent, I may hear o f  your a f fa i r s ,  that ye stand 
fa s t  in  one s p i r i t ,  with one mind, s tr iv in g  together 
for  the fa i th  o f  the G ospel. '1 The Discourse was 
l is te n e d  to  with the deepest a tten tion  and solem nity, 
as being probably the la s t  that would ever  be pro­
nounced by the same l ip s  in  t h e i r  hearing-. The p art­
ing between him and them ?/as characterized  by the u t ­
most tenderness; and so deeply v/as he interested^ for^ 
t h e ir  s pir i tu a l  we 11-being that, on h is  a rr iva l in the 
c i t y  o f  lew York, p r io r  to h is  embarkation, he address­
ed to  them a most a f fe c t io n a te  l e t t e r ,  f u l l  o f  wise 
and seasonable Christian  counsel, urging them to  
recognize the hand o f  God in the a f f l i c t i o n  that had 
overt alien them, and to  be fa i t h fu l  in  the discharge 
o f  a l l  th e ir  d u ties , and. e s p e c ia l ly  those which th e ir  
p ecu lia r  s itu a t io n  devolved upon them.
Agreeably to h is  previous arrangements, he sa iled  
from Ilew York in  the ship Josephine fo r  B e lfa s t ,  where 
he arr ived  s a fe ly ,  though h is  health , during the 
passage, ?/as very p re ca r io u s .  But n e ither  h is  b o d ily  
in f ir m it ie s  nor the p e r i l s  o f  th e  ocean ever caused 
h is  con fidence  in  God to f a l t e r  f o r  an hour. The 
Diaiy which he kept during th is  period shows that he 
v/as h ab itu a lly  in a happy frame o f  f e e l in g ,  and never 
fa i l e d  t o  recognize God's gracious providence even 
in the most common passing events.
After making a short v i s i t  in  Great B rita in , he 
proceeded to the  Continent, v/here he passed a l i t t l e  
time at sev era l  o f  the most important p o in ts ,  and then 
went t o  spend th e  w inter o f  1827-28 at Borne. Here, 
notwithstending his great physical d e b i l i t y ,  he was 
constantly  employed in  curious in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  the 
resu lts  o f  which were published in a se r ie s  o f  Letters 
in the Hew York Commercial A dvertiser, and a ttra cted  
great attent io n .
Hr. Goertner l e f t  Home on the 28th o f  A p r il ,  1828, 
with his health apparently somewhat improved, intend­
ing to return, with as l i t t l e  de lay  as p o s s ib le ,  to 
h is native country . But before he had proceeded fa r ,  
there was a return o f  h is  unfavourable symptoms, in 
view/ o f  which he f e l t  ob liged  to give up a l l  hopes o f
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recovery . On h is  a rr iv a l  in France, being assured 
that h is  increased p rostra tion  was simply the resu lt  
o f  fa t ig u e ,  he expressed the hope that he might at 
least  he able to  reach h is  native land and d ie  among 
h is  k indred. This d es ire  was m erc ifu lly  granted to  him. 
He availed  h im self o f  an ear ly  opportunity to embark 
fo r  the United States, and, a f t e r  a long- and tedious 
passage, arrived  at Hew York on the  5th o f  August. He 
was immediately taken t o  th e  house o f  h is  fr ien d  and 
former in s tru cto r ,  the Rev. Hr. S chaeffer, and, under 
the kind atten tions  which he there re ce iv ed , he soon 
r a l l i e d  so fa r  as to make a journey to the home o f  
h is  youth. He had so much strength as to be able that 
f a l l  to  attend the meeting o f  Synod; but th is  was the 
la s t  time that he ever ventured t o  go any d istance 
from home. After th is  he declin ed  ra p id ly , and i t  
became manifest to  h im self  and h is  fr iends that he 
must soon put o f f  the earthly house o f  th is  tabern a cle . 
He contemplated the prospect w ith calm s a t is fa c t io n ,  
and showed c le a r ly  that he regarded dying as nothing­
le ss  than going home. His b r i e f  career was c losed  at 
h is  f a t h e r ’ s house in Canajoharie, on the 27th o f  
February, 1829.
gffOfc AUUAXS OF TIE AMERICA!! PULPIT
By U illiam  3 . Sprague, L. D. 
Robert Carter & Brothers,
1869
lAOSi,oJr\\2SLa^o*-r__ j-OD\
